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and" on this account it is called the Golden Temple,
Natives will tell you that it is covered with plates of solid
gold, but in fact it is merely gilded with go'd leaf, spread
over plates of copper overlaying the stones beneath.
Under . the - dome is a belfry in which nine bells are
suspended, and thesie are so low that they can be tolled,
by the hand of those who frequent the temple. 'We are
told that the temple, including the tower, is fifty:one feet
in height " Outside the enclosure is a large collection
of deities, raised upon a platform, called by the natives
' The Court of Mahadeo.5" Though the gods in the Hindu
books are represented as continually quarrelling wiih
each other, and their devotees take up their quarrels, not
only at the temple of Bisheshwar, but throughout the city-
which is regarded as Shiva's own, they are seen side by
side, as in perfect amity, and there is not a single god
who does not secure the special devotion of some
worshippers. It is, however, required of all who dwell in
Kasee, or frequent it, to acknowledge that Mahadeo is
entitled to supreme homage, and that to him in the first
instance obeisance must be made. The symbol of Shiva,,
or Mahadeo, which is found-wherever he is worshipped,
is the Linga^ a conical stone, which does not in itself
suggest any impure notion, but which is intended to be a
vile representation. In this famous temple this conical
stone receives special honour. There, too, are figures of
Shiva himself in all his hideousness, <with his. three eyes,
covered with ashes, and his eyes inflamed with intoxica-
ting herbs. Outside the temple there is a figure cut in
stone of a bull seven feet high, sacred to the god, as
this is his favourite animal for riding* Within the quad-
rangle there is a well called Gyan Bapee, the well of
knowledge, to which it is said the god betook himself

